RESULTS
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No significant differences in loss of paternity between cross-fostered (reduced quality) and control males A non-significant tendency for cross-fostered blue tit males both to be more often cuckolded, and to have higher proportions of EPY in their nests No such pattern in the great tit
METHODS & REFERENCES
Interspecific cross-fostering between wild blue tits and great tits has been carried out since 1997, producing individuals which are more or less imprinted on the foster species ( Hansen & Slagsvold 2004) . Paternity data were collected from families of crossfostered males breeding with conspecific mates in the study field, and from which blood samples were obtained of nestlings and at least the male parent (blue tit: 14 controls, 24 cross-fostered; great tit: 13 controls, 6 cross-fostered). Paternity analyses were based on six microsatellite loci for each species, for which the combined probabilities of exclusion were > 0.99. Paternity was excluded if two or more alleles did not match the paternal genotype. Occurrence of cuckoldry was analyzed with logistic regressions. Proportions of EPY in own brood were analyzed using generalized linear models (GLM) with binomial errors and logit links. Number of EPY was used as the response variable, and total number of young genotyped as the binomial denominator. 
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DISCUSSION
Contrary to expectation, our study does not demonstrate any major effect of the cross-fostering on loss of paternity.
ased on earlier findings,
showing that cross-fostered tits This is rather surprising b exhibit reduced social dominance rank (Hansen & Slagsvold 2004) , sing aberrant songs (unpublished data) and show mating preferences shifted towards the foster species (Slagsvold et al. 2002) . These are all characters which might be important for the quality of a male, and were thus expected to affect his paternity levels. Possible explanations could include varying intensities of misimprinting, fertility insurance or an age effect on levels of cuckoldry.
In most bird species some proportion of the females are sexually unfaithful Why and how this occurs is not known, but some factors have been identified as important, including male quality
We manipulated male quality by cross-fostering tits in the wild, enabling us to study loss of paternity in relation to variation in aspects of male behavior 
